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How do you scare swny your
fear of tarmniulns? Drawing
one wearing & tutu worked
pretty well for author lustra-
tor Brooke Bessesen

Before she f[eatured ihe
black. hairy-legged cresture by
her children's book Look Wha
Lives in the Desertl, Bessesen
didn't want to have anything to
do with them.

*1 couldn't even look at pho-
tographs, They have these re-
traciable claws™ the Scofts-
dale writer sald and chuckled.

But, hepven forbid, if one
came inio her path, she cer-
tainly wouldn't squish it 1o
desth. Her whole poal for wirii-
ing o book about desert crea-
tures was to get children —
aictulls, too — o apprecinte and
respect nature's wonder.

Once she drew the ufo-
wearing tarantula, the whimsy
of the image softened her heart
toward the spider.

She realized that if the pie-
ture could make her laugh, it
might have the same effect on
her readers.

She could help make chil-
dren care aboul animals,

Arizong Highvways  pub-
lished her book in April, and
gince then she has given sev-
éral talks, including & reading
Hov, 4 to Kenilworth Elemen-
tary first-groders when they
visited Burton Barr Central Li-
brary in Phoenlc

Bezsesen, 39, jumped into
writing with plenty of experi-
ence. For several yvears, she
worked with the Phoenix Zoo's
midical tesm &8 4 velerinary
technicinn and rested a multi-
tude of species.

She's long had a love for the
desert and its animals,

“I moved here in my sopho-
mre year,” she said, T wesnt to
Comelback High School. When
I first came bere, it was spring.
[ came out of Sky Harbor {In-
termational  Airport)  and
smelled the orange blossoms

WicFesi g The Aiiford Repazos
Valley author and illustrator Brooke Bessesen reads her book, Look Whe Lives in the Desert!,
to first-graders from Kenilworth Elementary School at Burton Barr Central Library in Phoenix.

Author helps kids to grasp,
appreciate desert creatures |

nnd said, Yes, I'm home.’ T love
thiz Valley so mueh™

e remembers Writing
many & school report on desert
ereatures, fascinated by the bi-
obogy and ecology of wildlife.
That led to becoming a veteri-
nary technician, working in the
refhabilitation and rescue of nn-
irmals.

“We live in 6 unique terrnin
unlike anywhere else™ she
sald. "There are animals tha
wo have that other parts of the
coamiry don't. And there's a
misunderstanding just about
all of them.®

Bessesen's book includes
“fascinating lacts™ about the
various animals, including
coyoles, geckos, kangarons rats
and Gila monsters.

fAnd what of her onee-fesred
tarantula? Here's what she
shares: “Thrantulss wsually
don't bite people, bul you
sheruld never handle them (for
bath your and the spider’s
safety)”




