by Reporter Allegra
Broadiove
Hoermosa Montessori
School

Brooks Bastazan, author
and llustralor, came to tha
Arizona-Sonora Deseard
Museum o promabe har new
book Tor chitdren, *Look Who
Lives in tha Deseri!™ lells the
story of 21 desart animals
complelely in hymal

It also includes fun facts
about each animal, beautilul
illustrations and a phaolo-
graph. | was anxious fo iner-
view thé author and ask her
some guéstions from the
perspective of a young

author.
s,

Children‘s author Brooke
Bessesen with Young
Reporter Allegro Breedlove

My first question was why
she chose the subject of
dasarl animals. “Animals are
my area of expertise,” she

VS oy IS
Author Rhymes with Desert Animals _

says. "Desert animals ane
close o homa.” Since the
entire book is writhan in
rivyme, | was curious if it was
difficult to find the right
words. “No, my grandiather
tawght ma how to rhyme
when | was [itie. So, | guass
it comes naturaiy.”

Gince she is an experi on
arimals, | asked her what
hiar favorite character in the
book is. | love all of the
characters—soms for the ar,
some lor the pross—bul one
of my favarites would be the
tarantula,” she explains,

Bessesen has workad as
a wildiife rescus volunteer,
on a medical team a5 o cortl-
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fied veterinary technician

and as a naturakst who han-

dies animals on TV,

| wondered even with 50
much experience and train-
ing if it s hard 1o work with
animals on camera, “WWell,
yes,..one time, | was on
camera with a 300-pound
white tiger and as soon as
the camera was off, he
pounced right on lop of ma!
Fortunataly, | was okay. The
tiger was just baing playfull”

Sinci | am very interest-
ed in animals, | wondarad
whan she had bacome
interested in nature. “| have
always boan inlerested. ..
wnce | was a [itile girll”
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Since many kids are inleresied in
writing, my final question asked for
SOMme poiniers,

"My advice 1o
young authors
would be to wrile
about your pas-
simn. Tha raader
should always
know that you love
what you're wriling
about...and you
mis! ke 1o writel™

| purchased a
copy of "Look Who
Lives in the Desartl®
and had it signed.

| was very inspired by someone

derul book!

Imaginations by
book division

ways.com) and is
available af tha
Arizona-Sonora
Dasar Muselm
gift shop

Arizona Highway's

wha knows so much aboul our deserd
animals, and ihe {alent to write and
[ustrale swch a won-

“Look Who Lives

' in the Desartl™ k= a
publication for Young
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