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[Laughter and learning are
elements of children’s hooks

By PATRICK FRAWLEY
Sun Stafl Reporier
Children's book author Jen-
pifer Ward [Hoes to make chil-

dren giggke.

Amnodig the the questions
ihe asks hersell while m the
process of writing: “Are these
words poing to be really fun®
Ward told an audience Satur-
day during o Morthern Anizona
Book Festival panel dscussion
o writing for children. “Are
they going to make the chil-
dren giggle®™

Ward was one of {our au-
thors on the panel. She was
joined by Byrd Baylor, who sat
m the most expenenced of the
arthors, Martha Blueand
Brooke Bessesen, They shared
thelr experiences in crealing,
writing and publishing their of-
ferings to the world of chil-
dren’s [erature.

Giggling is only one goal of
any chaldren’s book. Dr. Seuss
wns adept at creating rhyme
while blending bis books with
rEasan.

Bessesen, author “Look Who
Lives in the Desert]” said her
poal was to layer the bumor of
her book so readers both
young and old would find new
ticthits each time they fipped
through the pages.

1 make an extra cffort (o
put in things that only adults
will get, but ldds will laugh at
because they are silly,” Bess-
e wiid,

Bessesen, still ridmg high
from her first publication, was
cofitrasted in o e by
Bavlor, Baylor, suthor of 18
children's books since the lale

1960, opened up (o the mnd-
ence a piece of her eccentric
and boldly endearing writing
style,

*] have a very small vocabu-
lary,” Baylor said. "] write for
me, then I throw some of the
pages out and | comes ool
chiliren's size."

Baylor said her stybe of writ-
mg ooild be considered free-
flowing — she cannat make
herself re-write amything she
bas pust down on the page. And
pditors beware: Onee Baylor has
penned the final ink of a story,
she will not change much.

*Ii they don't Hee it, 1 will
just keep it for myself,” Baylor
gaid.

As p seasoned author with a
prideworthy career at her
back, Baylor has the freedom
ond power bo do what she fan-
cies with her books. Authors
looking to write themselves
into the world of children's
hooks face more difficulties
with editors,

Martha Blue, author of "Lit-
tle Prankster Girl,” said she
was passed over by 30 publish-
ers hefore one Wt on her lnes.
Bloe warned the audience (o
shy away from spending time
worrymg aboul marketing a
book when there is no finished

product. _

=T you keep on producing
your work, you will find a con-
nection with an audience,” Blue
aid.
Bise; on avid and dedicated
writer, cabches her rhythm by
journaling and keeping up her
Wit

Each author brought an un-
paralleled background to the
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