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Don't let your
child get
pigeonholed into
playing only one
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Valley author and illustrator Brooke Bessesen shows an illustration in her book, Look Who Lives in the
Desert!, lo first-graders from Kenilworth Elementary School,

Learning to love splders

Helping kids care
about desert life

By Connde Cone Sexton
The Arizona Republic

How do you scare oway your
fear of tarantulas? Drawing one
wearing a tuty worked well for su-
thorillustrator Brooke Bessesen.

Before she featurcd the hlack,
hatry-legged creature in her chil-
dren's book Look Who Lives in the
egert!, Bessesen didn't want to
e anvthing to do with them

“I couldn't even look at photo-
graphs. They have these refract-
ahle clpws ™ the Seottsdule writer
agid and chuckled

But, heaven fiorbid, If one came
inte her path, she certainly
wiuldn’t squish it to demsih, Her
wholé goal for writing & book
about desert creatures was (o ged
children — ndults, oo — to appre-
clate and respect nature's wonder.

Cnce she drew the tutu-wearing
taraniuln, the whimsy of the image
softened her heart wward the spi-
der
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“We live in a unique terrain unlike

anywhere else. There are animals that we
have that other parts of the country don'.
And there’s a misunderstanding just about

all of them.”
= Brooke Bessosen, Authior illusisgor
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Loving the
desert life
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She realized that if the pic-
ture could make her laagh, it
might kave the same eflfect on
her readers

ahe could help make chil
dren eare about animals.

Arizona  Highways puab-
lished her book in April, and
since then she has given sev.
eral talks, including a reading
Now, 4 10 Eenllworth Elemen
tary first-graders when they
viatted Burton Barr Central Li
brary in Phoenix.

Bessesen, 39, jumped inio
writing with plenty of experi
ence. For several years, she
worked with the Phoenix Zoo's
medical team as & veferinary
technician and treated & multi-
tude of species.

Shie's long had a love for the
desert and {15 animals.

“I maved here n my soplho-
e Yedr,” £ho sakd. T went to
Camelback High Schoal. When
I first came here, It was spring.
I came out of Sky Horbor (In-
teimational  Afrport)] and
smelled the orange blossomas
and zald, “Yes, I'mbome.* ] lave
the Valley so much.”

5he remembers  writing
many o school roport on desert
creatured, fascinated by the bi-
ology and ecology of wildlife.

That led to becoming a veteri-
nary technician, working in the
rehabilitation and rescue of an-
kmala.

“We live in o unigue terrgin
unlike anywhere else™ she
said. "There are animals that
we have that other parte of the
couniry don't. And there's a
misunderstanding just sbout
all of them.™

Bessesen's book  includes
“fascinnting lacts™ about the
varfipns  animals, nciuding
coyotes, geckos, kangaroo rats
nnd Giln monaters,

And what of ber once-leared
teraniula? Here's what ahe
ghares: ““Tarantulas psually
don't bhite poople, bot you
should never bandle them (for
both your and the splder's
snfery)™




