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Brooke Bessesen, granddaughter of St. Paul’s “Poet of Laurel
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Avenue,” puts her love for the birds and animals she has come
to know in the Arizona desert into a children’s picture book.
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ot il e GROSSMANN
strike), " <he

Bessesen, who spent sumsmers b Min-
nesota a5 a child, knows a lob oot the
creqafires that infahit the desspt surround-
ing Scottsdale, Arie., where she lves with
her hoshand, Kevia, oo thelr dog, Malki

A former ebevision producer and a cor
tifled velurinary technbclan, Regsesen his
put her bove for hirds and animals o her
firgt childron's pleture book, "Look Who
Liwes in the Desert!™

“1 worked on the Fhoenix Foo medicnl
femin mod was thelr on-corerd feturlis

sha &iys 1 bronght these inderests togeth-
er for this book.™

shie mtroduces her young  readers (o
owls und bears, taranfulis and dier

Deseribbzr o Giln monster, Besesen
writes: “He has o trick that is quite hard to
bont: He walks upside down without sac
tiom-oup feot .7

Bessesen says she wanted her Olastea.
linnz, among them o leiu-wearing raniu:
ln and o vuloore driving o sandintion treck,
fo be vividly colorful ool stlisteadly
bl

Ieegznn with penel drostngs el cen-
fueally stumibled on oseing fabrles wnd real:
world textires such as wood and prickly
eactus, which | immediately loved,” she
gaye "1 did cormy drowings with all kinds
of humor nside, and | anthropomorphined
ihe  ilhasirndions  becmise Bumans can
somctimes relate hetlor o animinls if they
are drawn with human-ile: qualities. This
fosters respect and love and
o to them ™

s clin:

Title: “Look Wha Lives in the Dipsart]
Bounding and Pouncing, Hldilng and
Gliding, Sleeping and Creeping®

Authorfillustrator Brocke Bewewen
Publisher: Arizons Highways Boglo
Cost: $5.95

Grandpa would be so proud.

'"THE POET
OF LAUREL
AVENUE'

QRRERCT WAk In
Minne=oln n
few weeks ago 1o
books  at
Boimd o Be Head
in St Paul and
aitend &  femily
reumion. Her par-
s, Elarbiarn
Fvann  Bessesan
ad  Dhinlel Bess-
esen, met at the
Universly of Min-
nesoda. They were
living fn Colormdo
when Hrooke was
biom, mnd  after
thedtr divoroe,
Brooke el with
her mother in Ar-
ronm. Her dad is in
Californin.

St P 1= famdd-
jar in Besseson
hecan=e she spent
summers with her
preid el nnu:i{i
parents, who iy
i 1448 Lamerel Avee,

Her  grandds-
ther, Hhys Crville
Fvans, was known
i “The Poet of

Lourel Avenue”
He was the subject
ol several Ploneer
Press feature orti-
clea  because  he
wrote hundreds of
poEmsE alxAi
fumous peopie and
warld evends after
retifing o 1958
from  Equitable
Life  Assurance
Evans disd o e
5O In 185, nnd his
wile, Berthea, disd
10 years later,

"My  grundi-
ther taoght me
meter and rhyme
on. o lidle  gEio”
Bessesen says, 1

doo't ihink I'd bave that skl if he
bl dkrillesd oo me™

Shie thindes her wriler's genes also came
fram ber palernal grandmother, Camilla
Wik Bessesen, who wide four children's
books while working in the Fllabory Cos
priilelie redndlons department. Amdong thism
was "The Talking Millstones,” publlshed in
1045 by the Pillslwery Institute of Flour
‘Wing Besscsen also wrole articles for the

Minneapolis newspapers,  Incleding o
gerfes on Albert Schweltzer, for which ghe
traveled to Crermmnmy in Ghe 19508,

"1 ronlkssd that my grandfather wos 6
poet, but 1 didn't realize twe extent o
widich he was recognizsd for 1L Brooke
eaye. "1 hnd been told a8 o kid tu my
prandmother did some writing, bit it was-
n't wntfl 1 ostaried my book, mmd  did
resenrch, that 1 foqnd 86 mich wiriting his-
tory on both sides of my family, To b back
here, where both of them wrobe and T,
1= sgwectal to mae”

THE WILD LIFE

Bﬁ:mﬂuum tirmed o folltime writ-
ghi vms an award-winning TV pro-
thioer wihao creatied a chilidren's show, wrote
wildlifie segminis and histed the Emmy-

Young Brooke srkesa
prefty pos with her ..
grandfathar, Rhys Orvllle
Evamd, knewm 8 “The Poel
of Laurel dvenue,” in !
Besseven, loft, tays het =
grandfather “taught ma.
maeter and thyme a4 atittle
girl. | honestly don't think
I"d hawe that skill i he
hadn't drilled it into me.”,

winning series “Whot's Up® mmd pros
a vweekly progrum, “A Brighier Day" She
nkse dil @ series for National Geogrophic
ot thee hlnek-foofed ferret, the most endmm-
gired mammal in Morth Amerioa. L
Buamum i} her hustiand ore Bemsed
piliogs, they often Oy to book simings
and family events in the four-seal plime

My main came o vigit around Chris-
mastime, and the was snake @00 ik in

mate." She was cool enowgh (o bed him sty
with heér”

The snake fully recovered and s tock
home in the desert

My Arm Grossmann cam be renchel at
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