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LEARNING

Author, illustrator, naturalist visits Prescott schools

By FAULA RHODEMN
The Daily Courser

Author Brooke Bessesen
hug;n writing stories when
she was a young girl.

“For me, writing was a safe
haven. Most of my writing
was for myself, but 1 wrote
a lot of reports on animals,”
Hessesen saikd.

Today, she is a published
atithaor, illustrator and natu-
ralist.

Bessesen still writes about
animals, her favorite subject.

Bessesen said her love of
animals led 1o working with
the medical crew at the Phoe-
nix Zoo as a certilied veterd-
nary technician,

Today, Bessesen spends
a lot of time traveling. She
will be flyving o Costa Rica
next month to work with sea
rurtles,

Bessesen  wisited  Abia
Judd and Taylor Hicks ele-
mentary schools to talk to
students abouwt how to write
a book.

"Books are made by peo-
EIE who want to share their

owliedd and ideas with
others,” she told the students
i Abla Judd.

For Bessesen, it is all aboui
animals. She told the students
she heﬁ:“ learning about ani-
mals through books in her
elementary school library.

*Where do book ideas

come  from?” Bessesen
asked the students. “They
come from your experience,
knowledge and imagination.”

She also asked the students
if any of them has written
a book. If not. she said they
should find something that

really interests them, read and
learn as much as possible and
then write a book.

"People who are wril-
ers love to read and love to
share information,” Bessesen
said.

Abia Judd reading special-
ist Melissa Scott and Taylor

Hicks reading specialist Jan
Richards were Instrimental
in arranging Bessesen's visil
o Prescotl.

Scort said she and Richards
met Bessesen about a vear ago
at an Arizona Reading Asso-
clation conference.

“We knew we wanted her

Author, illustrator and naturalist
Brooke Bessesen talks to first:
and second-grade students at
Abia Judd Elementary School
in Prescott recantly.
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b0 come to our schools,” Scott
said. "It ook about a year o
arrange everything,”

Scoit said Bessesen would
also meet with teachers dur-
ing professional development
LT,

To prepare for Bessesen's
visit, students read both her
books “Look Wha Lives in the
Desert” and *Zachary Z. Pack-
rai and His Amazing Collec-
tioms.”

Bessesen said she loves
adventure, and visiting
schools is an adventure.

“l want o expose students
to the idea that their ideas can
be poetry, books, research
papers, reporis or anythin
else. 1 want o help inst
in them a love of learning,”
Bessesen said.

Anyone inferested in maore
information about Bessesen
can visit her website at www,
brookebhissesen.com

Contact the repovter ai
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