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Instead of adopting a baby rabbit

Spocial lo the Review

Every Easter - season,
many parents adopt @
baby rabbit, chick, or duck
for thelr children, only o
find the animals arent the
ideal family pet.

Arlzona Game and
Fish Department's Wild-
life Center Coordinator
Sandy Cate said instead
of adding 1o the number
of these animals that
wind up in sheliers each

L
and Fish

Arizon: Game
lepariment is
stiggesting some wonder-
ful, wildlife-friendly and
ﬁ'llhlij.-rﬂl'.ﬂdl}' ideas for
this Spring.

“Caster Is a time for
parents and children to
get together and celebrate
life and mature,” she said,
“And there are many ways
1o celebrate without put-
ting chicks and  rabbits

year, 1he

be apfroprinte. Another
i involves families
. unwanted baby
Al equipped to live
pitvild, Into random

{ sald among the

other Easter gift ideas 1o
considér are adopting or
sponsgring a desert tor-
toise.

[.‘;Lll_i-‘umll. Nevada,
tah,  ond northwesiern

in homes that might not / Arizona recognize these

tortofses as o threatened
species. Thoe  toriolses
can live longer than most
peaple. up o 100 vears
and are legal to have ot
a private home, If you go
through an application
process with the Arizona
Game’ and Fish Depart-
ment

*If you want (o adopt an
animal for Easter, a desert
tortolse might be the right
way o go,” sald Cate. “We
have a careful process in
place to make sure that
all families who adopt one
are really ready to handle
one, including having a
suitable burrow.”

Cate also said a person
can sponsor a tortoise in
the name of o friend or
loved ane (o help suppaort
desert tortoise research.

AZGF  officials said
these sponsorships help
biologists = ensure these
creatures’ survival for gen-
erations to come.

“We'll send each person
who donates o the
department’s Sponsor-a-
Tortoise Program a color
photo of their ‘adopted”
tortoise,” says Clayton
Lutz, an Arizona Game
and Fish Department biol-
ogist. “If someone donates
%50 or more, he or she will
receive a tortoise project
summary at the end of the
Year.

Lutz said contributors
of more than 5100 will
receive a profile of their
sponsored tortoise for that
year.”

Anyone interested in
sponsoring a tortolse is
encouraged to call Clayton
Lutz at (602) 7E9-3504.

AZGF  officials  also
said anyone wangting fo
enjoy animals and nature
together can buy some
relatively inexpensive gifis
to use in the outdoors.
For example, a family can
purchase seeds to plant o
native shrub or tree in the
backvard together. AZGF
officials also suggested the
purchase a pair of binocu-
lars and a basic field guide
for bird watching. such

| as “Birds of Arizona Field

psts wildlife-friendly ideas for spring
chick, give back to nature

Tha Arizona Game and Fish Depariment ancourages the public
io help congarvation elforts by ‘adopling’ a deserl toriolse Wke thi
b,

Guide! by Stan Tekiela or
"Blrd Nests and Eggs" by
Pinau Merlin, AZGF offi-
clals sald the guides are
sultable for both teéns and
adulis,

Other wildlife-friendly
books  for kids include
“Look Who Lives in the
Desertl” from the people
at “Arizona Highways® and
*Correctamundo!  Prickly
Pete's Guide to Desert
Facts and Cactifracts™ from
authae David Lazaroff and
the Aflzona-Sonora Desert
Muzenm,

AZGF Public Informa-
tion Officer Debbhie Free-
man gald Arizona families

can also enjoy some tin
in the outdoors fishing.

"Our recent rain h
raised lake levels high, cr
ating great fishing cond
tinns," she sald,

Ageneral fishing licens
good for one year, cos
just 318. Those wanting
fish in Urban Fishing Pr
gram lakes in the met
Phoenix or Tucson are
must purchase an urb:
fishing license at 516,

Licenses are availab
at any Arizona Game af
Fish Department offic
many  sporting  goos
stores, Wal-Marts or onlis
at azgfd.gowv.



