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NEW AND NOTABLE

dne SlephensonSpecial for The Repulilic

‘Look Who Lives
in the Desert’

Brooke Besseaen
{Arizens Highays, $16.95)

Geckos store fat and water in
thedr takls. We didn' know that
They can also relense thelr
tails, when caught by them, and
rum sway, Mibough we are
grateful that Bessesen doesnt
g0 into detnil on exectly how
they do it. A kangaroo rat can
leap up to six feet, and never
drinks water, Female tarnniuins
liwe 20 (o 30 years, and male
coctus wrons budld the nests
and help care for the children,
And those Hitle ropdrunners
you see sprinting maniscally
acroas the blackiop are capable
of catching and cating raftle-
snnkes for dinner. Its publisher
enys this book 15 atmed at kids
aged 3 1o 9, but we hod o sur-
prizingly pood time with it -
silves. Hessesen, o televiskon
producer who has also worked
nt the Phoenix Zoo, has pul lats
of effort imto her first book —
far the younger kids, she has
written & rhyme about esch ani
mal, for the older kids she sdds
a list of interesting focts and
for everyone she has croated
rome wildly colorful and imven-
tivee (if not entirely realistic) il-
lustrations. She'll appear nexd
Saturday at the Phoenix Zon at
10 a.m



